
 

 
 

UK Visitor Arrivals to Tenerife Increase by over 20% 
 

Latest stats from the Tenerife Tourism Corporation reveal 803,457 Brits  
visited the island between January-May 2016 (+20.8%) 

 

 

23rd June 2016 – The latest figures from the Tenerife Tourism Corporation indicate that over 800,000 

visitors from the UK travelled to Tenerife between January to May 2016, representing an increase of 

20.8% on the previous year. These statistics are all the more remarkable considering that 2015 saw a 

total of 1,765,216 visitors from the UK market, which already represented an uplift of 4.8% on the 

previous year. 

 

Despite already being the largest source market to the popular holiday isle, the UK has reinforced its 

top position with a 20% increase against an overall global increase of 10% over the same period, 

which saw a total of 2,266,116 international visitors to the island. This means that 34% of all visitors 

to Tenerife come from the United Kingdom, which is also has the highest levels of repeat visitors to 

the island. 

 

Pia Louw, Travel Industry and Promotion Director at the Tenerife Tourism Corporation, comments on 

the figures: “We are very encouraged to see continued growth from the UK market year on year, 

with average growth of 3.5% for the last five years. The latest figures for the first months of 2016 are 

also very encouraging and demonstrate that our beloved British visitors recognise that we have so 

much to offer – from must-visit attractions such as the UNESCO-listed Teide National Park to the 

latest products including stargazing, sports and luxury tourism.” 

 

The Irish market also saw very good results last year, helped by a 3.6% increase in scheduled flight 

capacity to the island. A total of 79,328 Irish travellers visited Tenerife in 2015, a 9% upsurge 

compared to 2014. In total, the largest of the Canary Islands welcomed 5,186,307 worldwide visitors 

in 2015, a 0.7% increase compared to 2014 and the highest figure since 2008. The South East of 

England and Scotland were the two geographical areas which attracted the most visitors to Tenerife, 

13.7% and 8.3% respectively. 

 

The majority of British travellers to Tenerife prefer to stay in four and five star hotels, especially in 

the beach resorts in the south of the island, which continues to be the most popular area for UK 



 

holidaymakers. Tenerife’s unbeatable climate, wide range of attractions and 70 

beaches (15 of them awarded Blue Flag for 2016) add to the island’s appeal to the British visitor. 

 
-Ends- 

 

About Tenerife 

Tenerife is the largest of the Canary Islands and one of the most popular and easily accessible 

holiday destinations for UK travellers. Guaranteed sunshine, diverse landscapes, idyllic beaches and 

charming villages make the island an ideal holiday choice all year round, while its vast array of 

fantastic activities, from year-round whale watching and stargazing on Spain’s tallest peak to caving 

adventures inside Europe’s largest lava tubes, ensure that the island’s variety of experiences are as 

unforgettable as its flavours and friendly people.  

 

For general tourism information on Tenerife, please visit: www.webtenerife.co.uk  

 

For media information, please contact Enrique Martin or Richard Hume at Hume Whitehead on 0845 

498 9980 or email enrique@humewhitehead.co.uk / richard@humewhitehead.co.uk  
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